
Introduction to Linguistic Theory
01:615:201 Section 6

Spring, 2016
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 2:50 - 4:10PM

Room A3, Hardenbergh Hall

Instructor
Jess (Hoi-Ki) Law
jesshk.law@rutgers.edu
Room 001, 18 Seminary Place, New Brunswick
O�ce Hours: Tuesdays, 1 – 2PM; Thursday, 4:30 – 5:30PM

Linguistics Department Information
18 Seminary Place, New Brunswick, NJ 08901
Department Administrator: Marilyn Reyes, Room 102 (ph. (732) 932 7289)
Map: http://maps.rutgers.edu/building.aspx?id=189
URL: http://ling.rutgers.edu

Course Description
Linguistic theories use formal systems to explain cognitive processes related to the production and per-
ception of human speech. In this course, you will be introduced to these theories and taught how to
understand and use the representations and algorithms involved. Speci�cally, we will be looking at some
of the core areas of human language — sound (phonetics & phonology), words (morphology), sentence
structure (syntax), and meaning (semantics). This course is a pre-requisite for all upper-level linguistics
courses at Rutgers.

Required readings
There is no textbook for this course. The following readings will be made available on the course Sakai
site:

• Mihalicek, Vedrana and Christin Wilson. (2007). Morphology, in Language Files: Materials for an
introduction to language and linguistics. 10th edition. Ohio State University Press.

• O’Grady, Williams, et al. (2010). Phonetics, in Contemporary Linguistics. 6th edition. Boston, New
York: Bedford/St. Martin’s.

• O’Grady, Williams, et al. (2010). Phonology, in Contemporary Linguistics. 6th edition. Boston, New
York: Bedford/St. Martin’s.

• Carnie, Andrew. (2013). Parts of speech, in Syntax: A generative introduction. 3rd edition. Malden,
MA/Oxford, London: Wiley-Blackwell.

• Carnie, Andrew. (2013). Constituency, trees, and rules, in Syntax: A generative introduction. 3rd
edition. Malden, MA/Oxford, London: Wiley-Blackwell.

• Fromkin, Victoria, et al. (2001). Semantics I: Compositionality, in Linguistics: An introduction to
linguistic theory. 2nd edition. Blackwell.
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• Fromkin, Victoria, et al. (2001). Semantics II: Scope, in Linguistics: An introduction to linguistic
theory. 2nd edition. Blackwell.

Learning goals

Course learning goals
At the completion of this course, students will be able to:

• Understand signi�cant sub�elds within linguistics
• Be able to understand and create representations in phonetics, morphology, syntax, semantics and

phonology
• Be able to understand and create analysis in phonetics, morphology, syntax, semantics and phonology

Department learning goals

• Students will reason about language; demonstrate knowledge about language in the world including
a sophisticated understanding of linguistic variation.

• They will also demonstrate technical mastery over the tools of linguistic analysis in syntax, phonology
and semantics and apply linguistic theory in these areas.

• They will investigate linguistic data and analyze it, demonstrating strong problem-solving skills.

Core Curriculum learning goals

•

This course meets AHq (Arts and Humanities (q): Understand
the nature of human languages and their speakers) and QR (Ap-
ply e�ective and e�cient mathematical or other formal pro-
cesses to reason and to solve problems). Please visit http://
sasundergrad.rutgers.edu/academics/requirements/core for the
learning goals of the Core Curriculum.

Course requirements
Take-home assignment × 4 50%
Mid-term exam 20%
Final exam 20%
In-Class Exercises × 12 10%
Extra credits (2%)

Assignments

• Each of the �ve units has a corresponding take-home assignment.
• Four of the assignments with the highest scores count towards grade calculation, each accounting for

12.5% of the �nal grade.
• Each assignment must be written up individually.
• Assignments are always due at the beginning of class.
• Late submission is penalized. 20% of the total points is taken o� for each day of late submission. To

calculate the actual points your late assignment will receive, use the following equation: Score × 0.8n ,
where n is the di�erence (in days) between the due date and the submission date of the assignment.
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• Late assignments can be submitted to the instructor’s mailbox at the Department of Linguistics, or at
the relevant submission page on the course Sakai.

• It is the students’ responsibility to ensure proper legibility of the submitted assignments.

Mid-term exam

• Themid-term examwill be held onMarch 10 (Thursday), 2016, in the lecture venue, during the
lecture time.

• The mid-term exam cannot be made up, unless valid documentation is provided ahead of time to
excuse the absence.

Final exam

• The �nal exam is scheduled for 12 - 3PM, May 6 (Friday), 2016, at the lecture venue.
• The �nal exam cannot be made up, unless valid documentation is provided ahead of time to excuse

the absence.
• You can look up the schedule for �nal exam here: https://�nalexams.rutgers.edu

In-Class Exercises (ICEs)

• There will be �fteen ICEs, twelve of which with the highest scores count towards grade calculation.
• ICEs are given randomly during class.
• These assessments cannot be made up if you are absent, unless you have an excused absence (e.g.,

sickness, religious observance) and you noti�ed the instructor at least 30 minutes before the class
begins.

Extra credits

• You may participate in linguistics experiments to earn extra credit points, with an upper bound of two
total points. All students are eligible to participate in these experiments, even if you are not a native
speaker of the target language or have a language disorder. You can sign up for the experiments here:
http://rutgerslinguistics.sona-systems.com.

• As an alternative to the experiment extra credit, you may decide to do a research for extra cred-
its. More information about the extra credit research alternatives will be posted on Sakai. The total
amount of research extra credit points may not exceed two points.

• You may earn at most 2 extra credit points, regardless of their source.

Letter grade distribution
>= 90.00 A
85.00 - 89.99 B+
80.00 - 84.99 B
75.00 - 79.99 C+
70.00 - 74.99 C
60 - 69.99 D
0 - 59.99 F

Course Policies
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Attendance and Absences

• Attendance is expected. No o�cial attendance is taken.
• Any missed work or credit due to an unexcused absence cannot be made up. It is also the absentee’s

responsibility to get all missing notes or materials.
• An absence can be excused if a noti�cation is received at least 30 minutes in advance of the lecture

from (i) Self-Reporting Absence Application at https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/, or (ii) by the instructor’s
email at jesshk.law@rutgers.edu.

Use of electronic devices

• The use of cell phones, smart phones, or other mobile communication devices is prohibited during
class.

• Computers are permitted during class for note-taking only.

Academic integrity

• Students are expected to work independently. O�ering or accepting solutions from others is an act
of plagiarism, which is a serious o�ense and all involved parties will be penalized according to
the Academic Honesty Policy.

• Discussion amongst students is encouraged, but when in doubt, direct your questions to the instructor.
• If you use an outside source, such as Wikipedia, it must be cited.
• Any too-similar assignments will earn a grade zero.
• The Dean’s o�ce may be noti�ed of the violations, and you may be required to appear before the

discipline panels.
• The University’s policy on academic integrity can be found here: http://academicintegrity.rutgers.

edu/.

Resources

Sakai

• The course website can be found here: https://sakai.rutgers.edu/portal (Ling201 Spring2016)
• All information about the class can be found there.
• If you need help accessing Sakai, get in touch with the instructor immediately.

O�ce hours

• O�ce hours take place in the basement of the Linguistics Department, located at 18 Seminary Place.
• You are encouraged to come to o�ce hours, particularly if you �nd yourself confused at any point in

time or have questions about the exams.

Kreeger Learning Center

• Excellent linguistics tutor available
• You can check the schedule under College Ave Campus at http://ric.rutgers.edu (Students > Academic

Support > Peer Tutoring >Walk-in Group Tutoring).
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Tentative Course Outline
The weekly coverage might change as it depends on the progress of the class. The latest due dates for the
assignments will be announced in the class as well as on Sakai.

Topic Dates Assignment due

Introduction January 19 – January 21 –
Phonetics January 26 – February 2 2/4
Morphology February 4 – February 18 2/23
Syntax February 23 – March 24 3/24
Mid-term Exam March 10 –
Phonology March 29 – April 7 4/12
Semantics Apri 7 – April 26 4/28
Summary April 28 –
Final Exam May 6 –

Student-Wellness Services

Just In Case Web App
http://codu.co/cee05e
Access helpful mental health information and resources for yourself or a friend in a mental health crisis
on your smartphone or tablet and easily contact CAPS or RUPD.

Counseling, ADAP & Psychiatric Services (CAPS)
(848) 932-7884 / 17 Senior Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901/ www.rhscaps.rutgers.edu/
CAPS is a University mental health support service that includes counseling, alcohol and other drug assis-
tance, and psychiatric services sta�ed by a team of professional within Rutgers Health services to support
students? e�orts to succeed at Rutgers University. CAPS o�ers a variety of services that include: indi-
vidual therapy, group therapy and workshops, crisis intervention, referral to specialists in the community
and consultation and collaboration with campus partners.

Violence Prevention & Victim Assistance (VPVA)
(848) 932-1181 / 3 Bartlett Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901 / www.vpva.rutgers.edu/
The O�ce for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance provides con�dential crisis intervention, coun-
seling and advocacy for victims of sexual and relationship violence and stalking to students, sta� and
faculty. To reach sta� during o�ce hours when the university is open or to reach an advocate after hours,
call 848-932-1181.

Disability Services
(848) 445-6800 / Lucy Stone Hall, Suite A145, Livingston Campus, 54 Joyce Kilmer Avenue, Piscataway,
NJ 08854 / https://ods.rutgers.edu/ Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the
University’s educational programs. In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, a
student with a disability must contact the appropriate disability services o�ce at the campus where you
are o�cially enrolled, participate in an intake interview, and provide documentation: https://ods.rutgers.
edu/students/documentation-guidelines. If the documentation supports your request for reasonable ac-
commodations, your campus?s disability services o�ce will provide you with a Letter of Accommodations.
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Please share this letter with your instructors and discuss the accommodations with them as early in your
courses as possible. To begin this process, please complete the Registration form on the ODS web site at:
https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/registration-form.

Scarlet Listeners
(732) 247-5555 / http://www.scarletlisteners.com/
Free and con�dential peer counseling and referral hotline, providing a comforting and supportive safe
space.
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